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Mapping your ancestors:

A guide to historic maps and their
applications for genealogists




Outline for today’s lecture

Types of maps

Benefits of maps for genealogists

Local examples of map types and how to use
them

Sources to aid In map research

Where to find maps, local and national
Question and answer period



Types of maps

Atlases
Town, city, and statamaps
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Fire insurance maps



Why use historic maps?

They help researchers find archaic place
names

Useful for determining boundary changes
They Indicate where more records might be
located

) O6 0 A&AO1I O OAA xEAO,
lived!



What about place names you've

never seen before?

State and County
Atlases and Gazettee SOUTH CAROLINA

Atlas of His(oric;al County Boundaries

U.S. Geological
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Names Information
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historic place names
Census tract and
enumeration district
maps

Compiled by Gordon DenBoer
and Kathryn Ford Thorne




Robert Mills Atlas of South Carolina, 1825
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Close up from Mills Atlas, showing place names and property owners near Fort Charlotte,




Local examples of town maps
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Bridges and Allen Map, 1852

Close up of wharves on Close up of ward 5: Hampstead Mall
Cooper River. and tidal creeks.






